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Locus Danes’ Great Dane Care Sheet
Locus Danes’ Great Dane Care Sheet
Food
Great Danes thrive better when their food has
· 1.2-1.5% calcium (IMPORTANT)
· .08-1.1% phosphorus (IMPORTANT)
· 23-30% protein (RECOMMENDED)
· 12-20% fat (RECOMMENDED)
We feed the brand Purina Pro Plan, which can be purchased on Chewy.com or TSC (not always available)
We recommend the Purina Pro Plan Sport High Energy 30/20 formula (purple bag) for Great Danes of all ages:
[image: Image result for purina pro plan 30/20]

We also recommend Purina True Instinct (we feed turkey & venison as well as the salmon formula), Victor, Royal Canin, SPORTMiX, Diamond Naturals, Fromm, and American Journey. **ABSOLUTELY NO GRAIN FREE FORMULAS AS THE FDA HAS SINCE PROVEN THAT GRAIN FREE FORMULAS ARE LINKED TO CARDIOMYOPATHY AND DCM IN DOGS!!!************************************************



Spaying/Neutering & Stomach Tacking
Great Danes are recommended to be spayed/neutered at 18-36 months old. By this age, their hormones have developed. Spaying/neutering at this age will decrease the chances of disease. It is recommended that if a female has not had her first heat by the age she would usually be getting spayed, to wait until her first heat has occurred before spaying, regardless of age (18+ months old). Spaying/neutering early has also been proven to create behavioral issues including skittish and aggressive behaviors. Overall we recommend waiting until at least 16 months if you cannot wait until 18-36 months of age. 
During this procedure you will have the opportunity to tack your dog; in short this does NOT decrease the chances of bloat BUT allows more time for the vet to reverse/treat the bloat. Please note, there have been occurrences of tacks coming undone and puncturing the dog’s insides resulting in death, occurring even when the dog was not bloating. Ultimately it is your decision as the pet owner if you would or would not like to tack your dog’s stomach during the spay/neuter. 
Socialization
It is easy to forget about socializing your new puppy, but, it is actually very important. You will need to familiarize them with being around strangers. These are big dogs, you don’t want them to be skittish and therefore unpredictable. Great Danes are a giant breed, but they are big babies. If not socialized your Dane MAY become very timid around new people and possibly aggressive. Dog parks are a wonderful way to socialize a dog with people as well as unfamiliar dogs. You will want to wait until your dog is fully vaccinated at 16 weeks old before bringing them to a dog park. Also, please remember that dog parks are full of germs so be careful when introducing a pup to areas with high dog traffic. There are also multiple human stores that allow pets, such as Home Depot, where you can take your puppy to meet strangers as well as introduce them to an unfamiliar environment. Another great way to socialize your puppy is to take them to training courses! 
Training
Great Danes grow FAST. It will be most beneficial for you to start training at a young age while you can still control the dog easily. Start with small commands, make sure you are in control. Taking a puppy course can be a great idea too and will help with socialization! If you are finding it hard to train your quick-growing pup, we do recommend e-collars which have several options (beep, vibrate, shock) and ARE humane.
Toys
Please make sure all toys are big enough that they will not be swallowed. Also, be cautious of toys that can be easily ripped up and eaten… Great Danes can be big chewers, bigger destroyers and the biggest culprit of eating non-edible items. Typically this happens when a dog or puppy is bored. We have had great success with KONG toys as they are practically indestructible, too big to consume (get the bigger one of course) and provide hours of entertainment when filled with yummy goodies (we use peanut butter, dog food, yogurt, cottage cheese, blueberries, treats, and then freeze so it takes the pup awhile to clean out!).
Crating
Great Danes are people dogs. If you are planning on crating your puppy/dog, the below list may help you
· use divider to make the crate only big enough that the dog can lay comfortably
· do not put pee pads in the crate with the puppy/dog unless you plan on having them use potty pads continuously 
· make crate puppy/dog’s safe space
· do not use crate as punishment
· if you are leaving for long periods of time, KONG toys are great for entertainment
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Canine Bloat/GDV
Great Danes are prone to bloat; it is the top killer in the breed. In short, bloat is what happens when the dog’s stomach twists. It does not only occur in Great Danes, but in other deep chested dogs as well. Here are some symptoms and causes of bloat.
Symptoms of bloat:
· Anxiety, Nervousness, Restlessness - one of the earliest warning signs 
· Hunching up, or roaching back, not wanting to move
· Lack of normal gurgling and digestive sounds in the tummy
· Pale or off-color gums - Dark red in early stages, white or blue in later stages
· Coughing
· Unproductive gagging
· Heavy salivating or drooling
· Foamy mucous around the lips, or vomiting foamy mucous
· Licking the air
· Seeking a hiding place
· Looking at their side or other evidence of discomfort in the abdomen
· May refuse to lie down or sit
· Unproductive attempts to defecate
· Whining
· Pacing
· Drinking excessively
· Heavy or rapid panting
· Shallow breathing
· Cold mouth membranes
· Apparently weakness, unable to stand - especially in advanced stage
· Weak pulse
· Collapse
· May lie down and refuse to get up
· May stand spread-legged
· May curl up or go into a crouched position
· May attempt to eat grass, stones or twigs








Causes of bloat:
· Stress - Boarding, change in routine, pack order issues, new dog household, etc.
· Activities that result in gulping air
· Rapid eating
· Eating dry foods that contain citric acid as a preservative (risk is worse if food is moistened)
· Extruded dry food that swells when wet
· Eating dry foods that contain fat among the first four ingredients
· Insufficient Trypsin (a pancreatic enzyme present in meat)
· Drinking too much water before or after eating
· Eating gas-producing foods (especially soybean products, brewer's yeast, and alfalfa) 
· Exercise before and especially after eating or drinking
· Heredity (especially having a first-degree relative who has bloated)
· Having a deep or wide chest
· Older dogs, big dogs, male dogs
· Fearful and anxious temperament
· Prone to stress
· Dog and people aggression history
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PUPPY (RATE TRAINING SCHEDULE

by www.dog-traiing-excellence.com
Wake up and immediately take puppy outside for potty ————— 15 minutes
Stay outsite and play with your puppy or let explore - 15-20 minutes

Feeding time (food and water) + digestion time —— 30 minutes
(inside the crate or supervised all the time)

Take puppy outside for potty ———————————— 15 minutes

Stay outside or come inside and play with your puppy ————— 10-20 minutes
(Fetch, tug, chase, etc)

Back inside the crate for rest and/or chew time ————————— 1-2 hours
(provide stuffed Kong and chew toys).

SCHEDULE EXAMPLE
MORNING AFTERNOON EVENING
7:00 Out for potty 230 Out for potty 9:30 Out for potty
715 Play-time 245 Play-time 9:45  Play-time
7:30 Feeding 3:00 Feeding 10:00 Feeding
800 Outforpotty 330 Outfor potty 10:30 Out for potty
815 Play-time Play-time 10:45 Play-time
9:00 Inside the crate Inside the crate 11:00 Inside the crate for the night
11:00 Out for potty Out for potty

11:15 Play-time Play-time
11:30 Feeding 6:30 Feeding
12:00 Outforpotty  7:00 Outfor potty
1215 Play-time 715 Play-time

12:30 Insidethecrate  7:30 Inside the crate
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Socializing Your Dog

..refers to providing him with POSITIVE experiences with NEW THINGS. The best way to make sure
your dog has great experiences is to include things he loves (like food or toys)
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Remember: EXPOSURE alone isn’t socialization!

If your dog isn’t having a great time, you could do more harm than good. Dogs don't just “get over” issues by themselves,
so if your dog is shy, worried, or overly excited, leave the situation and work with a professional who can help both of
you. If your dog is having a blast and is happy and comfortable, you're doing a great job of socializing him!

Words by Sara Reusche www.paws4u.com  Drawings by Lili Chin www.doggiedrawings.net  (©)DSC)
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DOG PARK ETIQUETTE

DO'’s

‘/ If your dog is new to a dog park, try to visit at off-peak hours
when it is quiet. You and your dog will have a better chance to
scope out the park and get used to the environment.

Supervise your dog’s play. Be sure to keep an eye on where your
dog is and be ready to interrupt inappropriate play if necessary.

Your dog should respond to basic commands like “come” and
“leave it.” This will help you to control your dog if necessary

and keep your dog away from other potential conflicts G

in the park. h_ o g
4

Keep your dog on leash until you are completely inside the park.
Make sure you are not allowing other dogs out when you enter and exit the park.
Pay attention and clean up after your dog.

Taking your dog to a dog park exposes them to diseases such as intestinal parasites
and kennel cough. Be aware of this and take your dog out of the park if you notice

dogs that are coughing, having diarrhea, etc
’
DONT's

Do not bring a pet with behavioral problems. A well-behaved dog at home may not 3
do well in the unpredictable environment of a dog park.

= W KNS

Do not force your dog to stay if he/she is not having a good time.

4 Even the most social dogs can have days when they prefer not to ."'n
be around other dogs.
%
’ Do not bring your dog if he/she is sick.  (§&¢
-
Do not bring treats or toys to avoid conflicts 385
4 with other pets. A
e Do not discipline dogs owned by other people. (¥

el (4
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Can my dog eat this?
NES NES, BUT . ..

BANANAS ; |
"\ Rich in potassium ~...don'tlet him
&= and vitamin C -/ eat the seeds!
o~ i
BLUEBERRIES
 Highiin e e CHERRIES
antioxidants HONIE |, -.Can cause cyanide
itter taste. pmsomngyln
-~ KIWIS ﬁ large quantities
.. B Good source . they're high in e
{ v NG of vitamin C natural sugar,
w4 and potassium in moderation

GRAPES
@R Can cause
@) kidney failure

PINEAPPLE

Sk Try frozen for . remove the
?%?.’ < _acool treat! p|t it can cause

intestinal blockage.

STRAWBERRIES

i ngh in fiber and _remove the I
S8 antioxidants r|n d first!

RAISINS
5. Can cause
LR kidney failure





image8.jpeg
AIN'T MISBEHAVIN'!

The most common cause for nuisance behaviors in dogs is boredorm.
Dogs are social creatures and crave attention and affirmation.
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Ignoring a dog for long stretches at a time and then reprimanding him for
seeking attention is counterproductive. Reprimands are a form of attention.
Behaviors that earn the dog attention will increase in frequency. Reprimands
only confuse the dog.
1. KEEP YOUR DOG BUSY: GIVE HIM SOMETHING TO DO
2. WHEN YOU TAKE BREAKS, (PLEASE) DON'T FORGET TO PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR DOG.
3. TEACH/REWARD YOUR DOG T0 RELAX ON HIS BED.
4. GIVE YOUR DOG EXERCISE, PLAY AND MENTAL STIMULATION EVERY DAY.
) %
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s dogrelationsnyc.com
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What Is Happening

Vet's Emergency Telephone Number...

What The Dog Does

What You Should Do

Treatment

Stress w>
Excitement »»»
Vigorous Exercise »»>
Large Meals »>->

Long Drink »»»
Swallowed Air»»»
Familial Tendency »»»

PHASE 1
GDV

PHASE IT
GDV

PHASE 11T
GDV

Stomach function s normal.

Gas accumulates in the
stomach but the stomach
does not empty as it should.

Stomach starts to dilate.
(Gastric Dilatation)

Stomach twists.
(Gastric Volvulus)

Blood suppy to part of
stomach is cut off. Stomach

splenic vein become com-

pressed and twisted. Spleen
becomes engorged. S
begins to develop

Spleen and stomach issue
“become Nearofic.

Shock now very severe.
Heart failure develops.

Shock now irreversible.
Death

Dog behaves as usual.

Seems slightly
uncomforable.

Anxious, restless, pacing;

Trying to vomit-may bring

up stiff white foam but no.

food; Salivating; Abdomen
may be swollen.
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- Gams dark e
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Temperature raised (108%)

Unable to stand or stands
shakily with legs apart

i

S
rateover 100 beats /minute;
Pulse very weak;

Temperature drops (95%)

Keep the dog quiet; Do not
leave the dog alone; Give
Antacid if your vet agrees.

Be aware of
Phase I symptoms.

Call your vet tll him what
you suspect and why:

Take the dog to the vet
without further delay.

e i
S
i

Take the dog to the vetas
quickly as possible.

Death is imminent.
Getsomeane totell your vet
You are your way and why:

Take the dog (o the vet
25 quickly 45 possible.

During this period the
dog may recover without
Boing on to develop

Gasiric Volvulus.

During this period the
dog may recover if your
Vet releases the pressure

‘witha stomach tube.

During this period the vet
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stomach pressure, start an
intravenous drip and

erform surgery to
A,

Aswellas
Tirerbor here v
need fo remove partof the
stomach and the spleen.
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DOG-FRIENDLY OVER
THE COUNTER MEDICATIONS

Always ask a veterinarian before giving any medication to your dog.
Even "safe” human meds can be toxic to certain breeds or pets
with preexisting conditions

‘ BENDADRYL BUFFERED ASPIRIN

FOR ALLERGIES AND ITCHING - T0 WvE‘UEVE PAIN AND INFLAMMATION
: aby aspirin for dogs under 10 pounds
S e 1 baby aspirin for dogs 10~30 pounds
1/2 regular aspirin for dogs 3050 pounds
L regular aspirin for dogs 50100 pounds

nRAMAM'N E FOR MOTION SICKNESS 2 regular aspirins for dogs over 100 pounds

12.5 milligrams for small dogs

25 milligrams for medium dogs

50 milligrams for large dogs '. PEPTO
- = " B|SMOL

g . FOR DIARRHEA, VOMITING AND GAS

1 teaspoon per 20 pounds of dog's weight

HYDROGEN PEROXIDE ey
USED TO INDUCE VOMITING AFTER ACCIDENTAL GAS-X ‘

INGESTION OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES
10 milliliters by mouth TO MINIMIZE FLATULENCE
OR GAS DISCOMFORT

HYDROCORTISONE 15 St doas 0 ol o
FOR ITCHING OR IRRITATED SKIN 1adult dose for large dogs
<o Small amount applied topically up to
Nﬁ\ = IMODIUM A-D

PEPCID AC (FAMOTIDINE) @ ox 0w

1 milligram per pound of dog
/ ZANTAC (RANITIDINE) ) y
TO REDUCE STOMACH ACIDS CAUSED BY ROBITUSSIN DM _

ULCERS, ACID REFLUX OR BELLYACHE FOR COUGHING OR HACKING |G
1/4 tablet for dogs under 20 pounds . 1 teaspoon per 10 pounds of

1/2 tablet for dogs 20-60 pounds dog's weight
1 tablet for dogs over 60 pounds.





